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Quote of the Week 
“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.” 

--Booker T. Washington 
DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 

Day 2, Day 3, Day 4 (Early Release Day), Day 4, Day 5 
  
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE 
As a follow up to my message about “Giving Tuesday”, I wanted to highlight some acts of 
kindness and service taking place around the Day Community.   
This past week I have learned of a Day student who has donated his Legos and other toys to 
children in need; Day Faculty are sponsoring toy drives for homeless families residing in 
shelters as well as for students in the Newton and Day Communities in need; and our 
DUCKS group will be sponsoring a food drive for our local pantry. 
Within our Day Community just this past week I noticed endless acts of kindness such as 
students stopping in the hallway to help others with fallen books and others standing out in 
the cold every morning to hold the door open for students entering from the buses. Please 
encourage your children to share their stories of kindness and service with me. 
As we enter a season where many of our families celebrate holidays and our focus can be 
on receiving gifts, please help us continue to stretch our young adolescents to think beyond 
their own needs to find, what Booker T. Washington, describes as the truest “happiness” 
that comes from doing for others. Even the most seemingly small gestures of kindness can 
make a difference. 

 
EARLY RELASE DAY WEDNESDAY 
This Wednesday is an early release day as teachers will engage in professional 
development with their citywide colleagues in their content areas.  
Dismissal for students is at 11:30 a.m.  Lunch WILL be served.  It is a Day 4. 

  
DECEMBER PRINCIPAL COFFEE- MATH PRESENTATION 
Our December Principal’s Coffee will feature members of the Day and Newton 
North High School Math Departments in a discussion of the plans for the 
“detracking” of 8th grade math next year.  
Date:  Thursday, December 13, 2018 
Time:  8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  
Location: DAY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
We have invited the following panel members to answer questions that have come up 
around our new Illustrative Math Curriculum and the detracking of math at Day Middle 
School. 



Panel members will include: 
 
The 8th grade math team:  Ms. Nowers, Ms. Heffernan, Ms. Brierly and Mr. Gresser 
Jennifer Shores – K-8 Math Curriculum Coordinator 
Brian Marks – K-8 Math Coach and Assistant Math Curriculum Coordinator 
Jennifer LeTourneau – Math Department Chair at Newton North High School  
Charles Rooney – Math Teacher at Newton North High School 
 
Our panelists will be available to answer any questions about the new math curriculum, the 
plans for heterogeneous groupings in 8th grade math next year, and the impact on student 
progress as math students at Newton North High School. 
 
We are committed to making improvements that benefit all students. This instructional 
shift aligns with our district goals of supporting student equity and instilling a growth 
mindset. We look forward to seeing everyone on December 13th to share information about 
the research and overall positive impact of similar shifts in other schools.   

  
NEWTON FAMILY CONFERENCE 
Thank you to everyone from the Day Community who attended this year’s Newton Family 
Conference on Race on Saturday.  We are committed to continuing this important work 
here at Day through our practice as a faculty in engaging in Glenn Singleton’s work on 
Courageous Conversations about Race.   
 
This year, we will also work with students in our Tiny Tuesday groups to continue our 
work around identity and its impact on how we interact and engage respectfully, working 
toward the creation of the norms and psychological safety needed to begin to engage our 
students in conversations around the impact of microaggression on our community. Our 
School Council is looking for ways to engage Day parents in this work as well in support of 
our students. More information to come… 

  
GIVE THE GIFT OF READING 
The Newton Free Library makes a list of book recommendations for holiday gifts. The 
middle school library teachers have used the titles to create a page on their websites about 
the books.  
Please see the link to the “Gift of Reading List”, created by the Newton Free Library 
Children's Room Staff below: 
http://mslibraries.newton.k12.ma.us/c.php?g=589171&p=6442721 

  
PARENT CONFERENCES 
The parent conference dates this year are: November 27th, December 11th, January 15th and 
January 29th – all Tuesday afternoons. The window to sign up has now closed; however, 
please know that if you require a conference with your child’s teachers at any time during 
the course of the school year, you can notify the guidance counselor. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/G8rD8oVwLr1uMgyFTcljJg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRd5W2sP0Q8aHR0cDovL21zbGlicmFyaWVzLm5ld3Rvbi5rMTIubWEudXMvYy5waHA_Zz01ODkxNzEmcD02NDQyNzIxVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAACw6BFy5kwyFUiBqYWNxdWVsaW5lX21hbm5AbmV3dG9uLmsxMi5tYS51c1gEAAAAAQ~~


If you did not see the email sent out on Friday about how to sign up for conferences, please 
reach out to Lori Gandolfo at 617-559-9100.   
This year the 8 Evergreen parent conferences will be scheduled in a different way due to 
the fact that there are 6 instead of 4 teachers.  Parents of students on the Evergreen Team 
will meet with teachers individually for a 10 minute conference, but they can only sign up 
for two of their child’s teachers.   
We ask that you abide by this guideline as signing up to meet with more than 2 teachers 
may take away time slots for other parents. A separate email was sent out to the parents of 
Evergreen students on Friday as well. 
We are reviewing our parent conference model on an ongoing basis to devise a protocol 
that works to help better forge a home school connection, and as such are always open to 
suggestions or feedback.  Your input and partnership is invaluable.   

  
WELLNESS PRESENTATION 
The Evening Principal’s Coffee on the Wellness topics has been rescheduled for Thursday, 
January 24th at 6:30 p.m.  Day Health and Wellness Teachers, Howie Landau and Adam 
Lunin will discuss topics from vaping to mandatory middle school health and wellness 
surveys and screens.   

  
8th GRADE TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Enrollment is now closed for the 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C.  Thank you to all of 
those who enrolled.  More information about alternative programming at Day will be 
shared in the next few months for those 8th graders not attending the trip. 

  
MORNING ACCESS TO THE LIBRARY AND COMPUTER LAB 
Thanks to our After School and Enrichment Program, we are now able to allow student 
access to the library and the adjoining computer lab beginning at 7:20 a.m. every morning 
to finish homework or print out assignments. Students are asked to first obtain a pass from 
the cafeteria or office.   
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Wednesday, December 5, 2018:  Early Release Day, Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 11, 2018:  Day 2 of Parent Conferences 
Thursday, December 13, 2018:  Principal Coffee about 8th grade math 8:00 a.m.- 9:00 a.m. at 
F.A. Day Library 
Wednesday, December 19, 2018:  Teen Speak Out Mentors 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 24, 2018– Tuesday, January 1, 2019: Winter Recess 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019:  Classes resume 
Thursday, January 10, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Winter Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019:  Parent Conferences 
Tuesday, January 29, 2019: Parent Conferences 
Thursday, January 17, 2019:  Orchestra and Chorus Winter Concert at 7:00 p.m. 



Thursday, January 24, 2019:  6:30 p.m.  Principal Coffee on Middle School Wellness 

  
I would like to wish all of our Day Families who celebrate Hanukkah a joyous holiday. 
All the best, 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
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